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Cats are 100% my favorite animal, yet in all my years of needle 
felting, I have never made one. I love cats SO much, I never 
thought I could actually do them justice as a wool sculptor. 
Then along came the Making App and their adorable mascot 
Lentil, who won my heart and convinced me that I could! 
Lentil is the perfect project to get started in needle felting if 
you haven’t yet. The materials are minimal, the shapes simple 
to create and you can finish quickly.  What’s not to love!

FINISHED MEASUREMENTS 
Approximately 6¾˝ [17.1 cm] body circumference and 3¼˝  
[8.3 cm] tall (including ears)

SUPPLIES
- 1 oz white wool roving for body 
- Small amount grey wool roving for facial features
- 38 gauge felting needle for  body
- 40 gauge felting needle for facial features
- Small plastic or foam felting pad
- Bamboo skewer or extra long toothpick
- Sewing needle 
- Thick white thread for whiskers
- Sharp pencil
- Scissors
- 3˝ [7.6 cm] piece of white fabric covered wire for tail 
(optional)
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BODY
1. Divide white roving into three equal pieces. Two pieces will 
be used together for the body and small pieces will be pulled 
from the remainder to make the ears and tail.

2. With hands, roll ²/₃ of white roving into a shape about the 
size of a large lemon.

3. Using shallow stabs of the 38 gauge needle, felt the entire 
outer layer into place first, then make slightly deeper stabs 
to shape the body into an egg shape with a flat bottom. A flat 
bottom will sit better if the base is made concave, like the 
bottom of a wine bottle. To do this, make deeper stabs in the 
center of the base, or push it inward with a finger.

4. Stab a bit more around the top to make the head a bit 
smaller and denser than the main body.

EARS
Note: Making sharp points in needle felting can be a bit of 
a challenge, so don’t worry if the ears don’t look perfect on 
the first try. I usually make several ear versions before finally 
landing on a matching pair.

1. Take a pinch of white roving and wrap it tightly around a 
toothpick (or bamboo skewer) to make a small cone shape, 
about ¾˝ [2 cm] tall. Remove the toothpick, or work around 
it, and needle felt the tip of the cone into a point, using the 
40 gauge needle. Leave loose fiber at the base to attach it to 
the head later. Don’t worry about the shape looking exactly 
like an ear just yet. This cone shape will be used to build an 
ear on the head in the next step. Make a total of two cones.

2. Needle felt the loose fiber at the base of the cones to the 
head where the ears will be. Add more white fiber around the 
ears as needed, to blend them into the head.

FACE
Note: Face may be drawn on with a pencil first, just make sure 
to cover all the markings with wool so they can’t be seen.

1. Take a tiny pinch of grey wool and needle felt a small 
triangle directly onto the face for the nose. Repeat for the 
eyes, making two almond shapes on either side of the nose.

2. Add a thin line of white wool down the middle of each eye 
to finish.

3. Use a needle and thread to pull whiskers through from one 
side of the nose to the other. Trim whiskers to desired length.

TAIL
Note: I wanted to add wire to Lentil’s tail so you can pose it in 
all kinds of ways, but it is not necessary.  If you don’t want to 
use wire, ignore any parts that mention the wire, but do still 
use the bamboo skewer.

1. Place the wire parallel to the bamboo skewer and tightly 
wrap both with white roving, leaving ½˝ [1.3 cm] of wire 
exposed on one end. At this point the tail should be about  
½˝ [1.3 cm] wide and 3˝ [7.6 cm] long. The end of the tail 
should fall just past the end of the skewer.  

2. Use shallow stabs of the 38 gauge needle to carefully felt 
the outer layer of the tail, being careful not to hit the skewer. 
Shape the end of the tail to be rounded and leave at least   
½˝ [1.3 cm] of fiber unfelted at the base of the tail. After 
felting the tail a bit, remove the skewer and leave the wire 
inside.

3. Use deeper stabs to continue felting the tail to desired 
density, but make sure to still leave fiber unfelted at the base.

4. Use the pointed end of the skewer to poke a hole on the 
back side of the body where the tail will go. It helps to twist 
the skewer when pushing it in.

5. Insert the exposed wire of the tail into the hole just created 
and use the loose fiber to attach the tail to the body. Add 
more fiber around the tail and body, if necessary, to secure 
and smooth out the join.

Kimberly Hamlin is a fiber artist, designer, teacher, and 
dancer living in Western Maine. Kim co-owns and manages 
Fiber & Vine, a spacious and creative fiber shop that also 
specializes in wine.
fiberandvine.com / Instagram: @fiberandvine
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