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LEATHER LENTIL WALLET 
by Nicola Natland

You can now take Lentil with you everywhere you go! This 
leather Lentil project is a fun introduction to leather crafting 
and can be used for coins, cards, and is also the perfect size 
for your notions! Working with leather can be costly and with 
that in mind, this project has been designed to utilize craft 
supplies and tools that you may already have at hand. 

FINISHED MEASUREMENTS
Approximately 4½˝ [11.4 cm] wide x 4˝ [10.2 cm] tall

SUPPLIES
- Leather Lentil Wallet template on pg. 6
- Cardstock (to print template on)
- 6˝ x 12˝ [15.2 cm x 30.5 cm] piece of  3–4 oz. natural 
vegetable tanned leather
- Sharp pencil or awl
- Sharp scissors
- Tracing paper
- Sharpie Ultra Fine Point permanent marker
- Poly cutting board
- Mini punch set for leather or a rotary punch
-  1/16˝ [1.5 mm] universal punch tube to use with the mini 

punch set or a size 00–16 round drive punch (for the stitch 
holes)
- Mallet
- Small button stud with a screw back
- Screwdriver
- (2) ¼˝ [6 mm] grommets (for the eyes)
- ¼˝ [6 mm] grommet anvil and setter
- (2) Small binder clips
- Waxed white thread
- (2) Harness needles or tapestry needles with a round point
- Craft knife with a new blade
- Natural leather conditioner like Smith’s Leather Balm

NOTE
- When printing the template make sure to print using the 
“actual size” setting.
- For additional info on how to work a saddle stitch visit:  
www.instructables.com/How-to-saddle-stitch-leather/

WALLET
1. Print the template on cardstock and cut out the two pattern 
pieces. Lay Pattern A on the right side (hide side) of leather 
(making sure to leave enough space to fit Pattern B) and 
lightly trace around the pattern using a pencil or awl. Use the 
tip of the pencil or awl to mark the center of all of the holes. 
Place Pattern B on the leather and repeat. 
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2. Using a sharp pair of scissors, cut out Pattern A and B 
making sure to hold the scissors perpendicular to the leather 
when cutting. A craft knife may also be used, but take it slowly 
and take extra care between the ears. 

4. Flip over tracing paper, line up on leather pattern piece A, 
and use pencil to transfer the image onto the leather. Use the 
Sharpie marker to draw on the nose, mouth and whiskers.  
Let dry.

5. Place leather pattern piece A onto a poly cutting board and
use the mini punch set with a 1/16˝ [1.5 mm] punch (or use a 
size 00–16 round drive punch) and a mallet to make the stitch 
holes in the leather (the stitch holes are the ones running in a 
rows along the edges).  
Repeat on leather pattern piece B.
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3. Place a piece of tracing paper over Pattern A and use 
a pencil to trace over the outline of the nose, mouth and 
whiskers.  

6. On leather pattern piece A, use a 3/16˝ [4.7 mm] punch and 
mallet (or rotary punch) to make two 3/16˝[4.7 mm] holes for 
the eyes where marked on template.

7. On leather pattern piece B: Use a 1/8˝ [3.2 mm] punch to 
make a hole for the post of the  button stud. Insert the post 
of the button stud up through the bottom of the leather and 
then screw on the top of the button stud. Use a screwdriver 
on the back to tighten. 
Tip: Leather can vary in thickness across the hide so do not 
punch the closure hole at this time. Wait until the wallet is 
complete to ensure that it is placed in the correct spot.



8. On leather pattern piece A, insert the post of the grommet 
from the front of the leather through to the back. Turn the 
leather over and sit the grommet into the grommet anvil. 
Place the washer on top of the post and place the grommet 
setter on top. Strike a couple of times with the mallet to make 
sure that it is firmly attached and repeat if necessary. Repeat 
for the second eye.

STITCHING
1. Use the binder clips to secure the two pieces of leather 
together with right sides facing out.

2. Cut a piece of waxed thread that is approximately 4 times 
the length of the area to be stitched.  

3. A traditional saddle stitch is used to sew the two front and 
back together. To do this, you thread both needles onto a 
single piece of thread, so that there is one needle on each 
end.

4. Hold the leather perpendicular so that front of leather 
pattern piece A is facing towards your left hand side and the 
ears are pointing towards your body. Insert a needle in the 
first hole and pull the thread half way through, making sure 
that there are equal amounts of thread on either side of the 
leather. 
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5. Take the needle on the front/left hand side and push it all 
the way through the next hole down. The needle that was 
on the back/right hand side will now push back through that 
same hole to the front. 



6. Take care not to pierce the thread as you pass through the 
hole. Hold the thread on either side and gently pull so that the 
stitch lies snugly against the leather.

7. Always start the stitch with the needle on the left and then 
push back through the hole with the needle on the right. 
Repeat all the way around and remove the binder clips as  
you go.

8.  When there are no more holes left unworked, backstitch 
for 2 or 3 stitches and then trim the threads when they are 
both on the back side of the wallet. Gently use your thumb to 
rub and smooth down the cut ends.

STUD CLOSURE
1. Fold the flap over as if you are closing the wallet. Locate the 
mark that was made earlier and press down lightly to check if 
it is located correctly right above the button stud. If it needs 
adjusting, make a new dot with a pencil. 

2. Punch a 3/16˝[3 mm]  hole and then use a craft knife to make 
a small ¼˝ [6 mm] cut above the hole by placing the blade 
onto the leather and carefully cutting down towards the hole.

FINISHING
Apply a small amount of leather conditioner with a
soft cloth over the surface of your new Leather Lentil wallet
and enjoy!
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Nicola Natland is a designer/maker working specifically with 
vegetable tanned leather. She makes by hand small leather 
goods and DIY leather kits. Nicola is from the UK but lives in 
Newport Beach, California with her husband, daughter and 
Pebbles, the cat.   
@shopdovegrey / shopdovegrey.com
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