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By Sanae Ishida
With a name like Lentil, the adorable Making App mascot
lends itself naturally to transforming into a wee bean bag.
This little toy comes together easily and surprisingly quickly
despite the embroidered eyes, nose, whiskers and tail. Bean
bags evoke old-timey charm, and this one is sized to perfectly
fit small hands for tossing, and creating imaginary stories of
Lentil’s adventures.

FINISHED DIMENSIONS
Approximately 6˝ wide x 7½˝ high [15.2 cm high x 19 cm]

SUPPLIES
- Lentil Bean Bag template
- 8˝ x 8˝ [20.3 cm x 20.3 cm] piece of quilting cotton or
cotton/linen blend fabric for Front
- 8˝ x 8˝ [20.3 cm x 20.3 cm] piece of quilting cotton or
cotton/linen blend for Back fabric
- Black embroidery floss
- Embroidery needle
- Sewing machine
- Coordinating thread
- Hand sewing thread
- Scissors
- Marking tool, such as chalk or fabric pen
- Approximately 1½ to 2 cups [375 ml to 500ml] of bean bag
filler: lentil or navy beans as well as rice are good options.
If you want to avoid foodstuffs, there are plastic pellets
available online.
-Small funnel or cardstock
PREPARE FABRIC
Prewash, dry and press fabrics.

NOTE
When printing the template, make sure to print using the
“actual size” setting.
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CUTTING
Trace the template onto fabric pieces and cut out. ¼˝ [6 mm]
seam allowance is included in the template.

SEWING
Note: Backstitch at the beginning and end of the seam.
With right sides (RS) facing, sew all the way around with a
¼˝ seam allowance, leaving an opening of about 3˝ [7.6 cm]
at the bottom. Clip the pointy ear corners.

EMBROIDER
Thread the embroidery needle with black floss and embroider
the front white fabric piece with eyes, nose, whiskers, and tail
using the template as a reference.

FILL THE TOY
Turn the toy RS out, pushing out the ears and smoothing out
the sides. Insert the funnel or rolled up cardstock into the
opening and pour filler in. Do not overfill; about 3/4 of the toy
should be plenty.

FINISHING
Thread a hand sewing needle with coordinating thread and
slip stitch opening closed. Make sure to sew very small, 
closetogether
stitches to prevent the contents from spilling out. All
done and ready for playtime!

SANAE ISHIDA writes, sews, draws, and takes photos
almost every day. She lives with her husband and
daughter in Seattle. She is the author of a book of sewing
projects and personal essays, Sewing Happiness, as well
as three children’s books in the Little Kunoichi the Ninja
Girl series. Both she and her daughter have too many
handmade clothes. Her newest books SUMO COUNTING
and SUMO OPPOSITES are now available and several
more books are forthcoming in 2022.
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